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Transportation Guide
Local Train / Subways

Local trains and subways are by far the most popular method of transportation in Japan.
You can go almost anywhere on a local train. Subways look identical to local trains except
they stay underground. LT are slow, but convenient and inexpensive. There are seasonal
discounts on local trains as well as monthly, quarterly, and semi-annual passes that allow
easy access to anywhere. You can go from Hokkaido to Kagoshima on local trains, and if
you time it right you can do it for less than 5,000 yen.

How to buy a ticket

At 99.993% of the train stations in Japan, you buy a ticket from a ticket machine. These are
simple and easy to operate. First you find out how much it will cost, by looking at the map
above the ticket machines. Let’s say you are going from Tokyo to Sendai. It helps to know
the kanji of cities since not all stations have English, Tokyo does though. There is even an
English button on the machine, but I hate to use it since the volume is so loud everyone in
the station knows where you are going. “PRESS ONE TO GO TO SENDAI, WHY ARE
YOU NOT PRESSING ONE, PRESS IT NOW IDIOT, EVERYONE LOOK AT THIS
BUFFOON". You might use the English button once or twice until you realize how easy the
machines are to use.

If you go farther than you paid you will have to pay more money at the ticket booth. If not
and you pass through an automatic gate, the flaps will kick out and block you and an alarm
will go off and three sumo wrestlers will tackle you. There are machines where you stick in
your ticket, it reads the magnetic strip and then tells you how much money to insert. Sadly it
doesn’t work if you buy a more expensive ticket and try to get a refund. Though I have had
a station employee reimburse me once, because I looked like an idiot foreigner I guess.

Always keep your ticket with you while riding a train. Conductors occasionally make
random ticket checks, especially in reserved seating on the shinks, or if you are asleep on
the train in the middle of a nice dream. If you can’t produce your ticket, you get to iy
another one.

Subways

Subway lines are widely available in all major cities, providing prompt, efficient
transportation. Almost all stations have automatic ticket machines from which you can buy
your ticket for various destinations. ‘

If there is no fare chart in English, buy the cheapest ticket indicated on the vending machine
and pay the difference due at the fare adjustment office at your destination station before
you go through the exit gate. :

All subway lines display station names in both Japanese and alphabet lettering. Most local
trains and subways stop around midnight, though Tokyo’s subways might go until lam or
s0.




Local Bus

Local buses are semi-cheap and very punctual. It’s easy to ride a local bus, though
sometimes hard to determine which is the right bus. Again this is where a good knowledge
of kanji comes into play. To ride a local bus, grab a ticket from the machine when you get
on. It will have a number on it. When you are ready to exit the bus, there is a chart above
the driver’s head with numbers and corresponding fares. Just drop the amount in the
machine by the driver. It’s largely based on the honor system, but try to be honest.

If you aren’t sure if you are on the correct bus, before it leaves ask the driver “Sumimasen,
Utsunomiya eki o tomarimasu ka?”, obviously you can replace Utsunomiya eki with your
destination. You can also sit in the front of the bus and ask the driver, “Eki ni tsuitara
oshiete kudasai” which means please tell me when we get to the station. Eki is station, so
change it to wherever.

Long Dictznce Bus

The bus system is vast and efficient. It’s usually much cheaper than any other method, but
that varies depending on popularity of the route. From Fukushima to Sendai is only 800 yen
and takes about 70 minutes. The local train is about 1,200 yen and takes a bit longer, and
stops every 5-10 minutes. Major cities will have buses that go almost anywhere including
Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka.

Sometimes there will be colored lines painted on the ground and then a sign above that
shows which line is which city. Usually this is only written in Japanese, excluding Tokyo of
course. Whether you want to or not, you will learn the kanji for places you visit often ( or
you might inadvertently visit new places).

Some LD buses require a reservation and paying in advance, others you just hope on and
pay at the end. On most LD buses you can buy a ticket early and pay with that just for the
convenience of not dealing with money on the bus.

Shinkansen

Obviously the fastest and most expensive method, but it’s something you must do since it’s
an icon of Japan. For the record there has never been an accidental fatality related to the
shinkansen since it’s creation in the 60’s.

How to buy a ticket

There are two ways of buying a ticket for the Shinkansen, well there are more, but these two
are the most common. First use the handy Limited Express machine located in the station. If
you know where you are going and just want an unreserved seat, this is the way to go.
Simply insert your money and press the destination button, usually in kanji and English.
Then out come your two tickets.




Your two tickets being the key words here. Take them both to the booth or if there is a
machine insert them both, back to back, black side down. If you are at a station like Ueno
where you enter the station first, then the Shinkansen station later, you would just insert one.
You'll learn this when the flaps kick out and block you and it spits your ticket back out. Be
sure to grab both tickets as you pass through the gate. The good thing about buying a ticket
to Tokyo is you are actually buying a ticket to the “Tokyo Ward Area” which means you
can keep the second ticket and use it for local trains to get around Tokyo. This way you
don’t have to buy another ticket. Don’t go too far or you’ll have to pay more, but you can go
to Shinjuku from Tokyo Station.

Once you have the tickets and are in the station, you now have to find your train. All trains
go one of two ways; .E up (toward Tokyo) or T down (away from Tokyo). Most all
shinkansen stations have English and Japanese everywhere so it shouldn’t be hard to find
the right train. The train times signs usually flip between English and Japanese.

Once you get to the track for the appropriate track, you must now find which car to get on.
At many stations there are electric signs in front of each boarding area that explain in
English and Japanese whether or not the car is smoking and reserved. In this case there is no
problem, you simply get in line according to your preference. However, some stations or
even some tracks do not have this modern feature. In this situation you’ll need to review the
kanji and photos on page 2.

First you need to figure out the formation of the train and see how many cars (i) it has.
This can usually be found on the electric board that shows which train is on which track, all
stations should have this. Then you’ll need to find the painted marker on the platform near
the boarding areas.

The kanji at the top says “16 car formation”. Below that it says it will be a Max Double
Decker car. Below that it shows car number 11. All in all it says when the next train has 16

cars, the car that will stop here will be number 11 and it will be a double decker.
: 10—






To find out how many cars a train will have, you will need to refer to the electric sign that
shows which train is on which train. It should be perpendicular to the tracks.

This sign is referring to Track #13 which is to the left. The next train will be a Max
Yamabiko #62 and it will depart at 16:43, and most likely arrive about 3-5 minutes before

that. It’s bound for Tokyo and the formation will be 16 cars. The kanji {éi (teisha eki)
means that it will stop at all the stations that are scrolling to the right of it (that’s why the
characiers are a little blurry). Not all trains stop at all stations, so if you are going to one that
is not a major station it may get passed. Some trains even pass through major stations. All
trains stop at Tokyo since the East & West tracks are not connected.

If you are waiting for a friend or seeing someone off you can buy a platform pass for 140
yen. It’s the bottom right button on the local train ticket. This works for local trains as well
as shinkansens.

Narita

There are a few ways to get to and from Narita. If you have money and don’t mind spending
it, I would suggest the fastest and easiest way. Take the shinkansen to Tokyo station. Then
buy a ticket for the Narita Express (follow the signs for N’EX). This ticket is about 2,940
yen. The seats are reserved and the trip is about an hour. It will drop you off conveniently at
Terminal One or Terminal Two. From there follow the crowds to the ticket window. It’s by
far the easiest. Be sure to add this into your travel budget.

Luggage Delivery

If you do not wish to carry your luggage, you can arrange to have it delivered to your hotel
in Tokyo the next day. They deliver it directly to your door at a given date and time.
Usually they are to the left as you exit customs / immigration and enter the airport lobby.
There are signs and it’s well marked.

Average International Flight Times:

Tokyo - Seoul 2 hours Tokyo - New York 13 hours
Tokyo - Beijing 4 hours Tokyo - Moscow 10 hours
Tokyo - Hong Kong 5 hours Tokyo - Frankfurt 12 hours
Tokyo - Bangkok 7 hours Tokyo - Vienna 12 hours
Tokyo - Sydney 10 hours Tokyo - Rome 12 hours
Tokyo - Vancouver 8 hours Tokyo - London 13 hours

Tokyo - Los Angeles 9 hours Tokyo - Paris 13 hours




Haneda

The domestic airport in Tokyo, though a few flights go to China and Taipei. Haneda Airport
is reached by monorail from JR Hamamatsucho Station (22 min), by train from Keihin- -
Kyuko Line from JR Shinagawa Station (30 min), and by limousine bus from JR Tokyo
Station (45 min), JR Shinjuku Station (35-65 min), major hotels, and Narita Airport (75
min).

Birthday tickets

Airlines in Japan offer a special deal around your birthday. You can fly anywhere in Japan,
along with 3 of your friends for 10,000 each person each way. You must travel within 7
days before and after your birthday. Oddly, this deal is not dependant on whether or not you
live here. If your friends come to visit they can get the same deal.

Re-entry permit

If you plan to leave Japan and actually return, you must have a re-entry permit which costs
3,000 for a one time permit, or 6,000 for a multiple re-entry permit. Obviously, go for the
multiple. You will need to take your hanko, Alien card, Passport, and 6,000. However, you
don’t pay them for the permit, you pay for a special stamp at a convenience store. Then
hand them the stamp. It keeps them from dealing with money.

The process is not complicated, just the little details you must follow. The form asks
specific dates and addresses to which you are going, just say you are going home during
winter break and give dates and an address. You don’t have to get this part %100 accurate,
it’s just a formality. It’s best to go in a group and get this done early. The immigration
office has banker’s hours (9-12 & 1-4) and is closed randomly for no apparent reason.

Phrases

- Are there any special deals? Waribiki ga arimasu ka?

- I'd like a Youth 18 ticket please. Sei shun juuhachi kippu onegaishimasu.

- I can spend up to Y10,000 on this trip. Ichi man made haraemasu.

- Does this train stop at Tokyo ? Kono densha wa Tokyo ga tomarimasy ka?
- How many more stops to Tokyo? Tokyo made ato dono kurai desu ka¢

- I'd like to make a reservation. Yoyaku shite kudasai

- Where can I buy tickets? Doko de kippu o kaemasu ka?

- Please go straight. Masugu ni iku kudasai

- Please turn right / left. Migi / Hidari ni magatte

- At the next street turn left / right. Tsugi no toori de migi / hidari ni magatte
- Please stop here ‘Koko de mo ii desu

- Please stop. Tomatte kudasai

- Where is the station? Eki wa doko desu ka?

- What time does the next bus leave? Tsugi no basu wa nanji ni demasu ka?

- How can I get to this address? Kono juusho ni dou ikimasu ka?

- Which track is for Tokyo? Tokyo made nan ban sen?

-Tamlost Mayotte imasu

- Which bus should I take? Dono basu ni noreba ii desu ka?

- Where do I get off? Doko de oreba ii desu ka?

- About how much is it to Shinjuku station? Shinjuku eki made ikura gurai desu ka?
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Art Museum Muscum
ERE #HER fRIRFR BRER
FvEDL & BI3UAE &L FEFAL & ThAbELL
Police Station Post Office Public Health

Telephone Company



FLUE
RAEF®
Box Lunch Shop

B3R IE

Eo28TA
Coffee Shop

RE

¥ )\Y )
Fish Store

SZUME

MASRDP
Grocery Store

30 o
AL SIRA
LY&S
30 Min Free

EARIE

E5€FTA
Jewelry Store

AR E
Hhth+e
Glasses Shop

sXxE

FiEH
Soba Stand

B EXBE

FA . U502
Bookstore Beauty Salon
BiHE HEE
LTAL®Y® Tome
Bicycle Shop Drugstore
fEE RUE
&7+ CEHOP
Flower Shop Fruit Shop

X
A A

Stores & Shops
BE - ER
he {FYH

Liquor Store Pharmacy
&% SHCANS
BAES FAZH
Public Bath Hanko Store
XAE FoE
SACTA ¥Le
Stationery Goods Sushi Shop

— 14—

BEE
LWEMP
Bar

I BEE
IS\ g 5 é Al‘\b
Real Estate

FEE
M
Furniture Store

SYE
MEH O
Hardware Store

i

Y & hA
Japanese Inn

ENRl 42
WASDOP
Print Shop

HE
(2%
Shoe Store

RIINAR
IS
Tobacco Shop




(stores and shops continued)

CE L2

& {jw o

ER B

= S0

AVNFLS5BpS5 LonAULr S TWEpSU ZVWEFLS LA
Open Closed Weekly Off Day Busincss Hours
ABEKE BRIk LR KPR
BALDERS5ELS YALENS5&¥£L5. ED2XAL& Fp 5L L&
Closed Today Closed Today Smoking Area Rest Area
ERFLE RWFT BFixL feft=
TABRWEAZA HAENL & BETHo W FL&EILD
No Smoking Inside Information Desk Bathroom Bathroom
0 TEILA: B E15
VL&5<B Lo S5FLS50VAEALS L3Lels 3
Emergency Exit Employees Only Parking Lot

FALD®
No Parking Spaces

T 5E
BOIFEAEES
Crosswalk

29—

Taxi

BEA—3—
Ep5LeHAEH
Parking Meter

HITE
ESS5Le
Pedestrian

=2 .
as
LAZSE
Traffic Signal

HTEES
ESS5LeLACS
Walk Sign
R AR

MDD &5LE
Street Sign

#EsTIE

LASAIERLNTA
News Stand

EE
{5L=+¢
Parking Available

CHSTA
Intersection
#AT
Minre S
Street Light

CH¥E
ZHET
Trash Can
HNE
L&5MEA
Fire Hydrant



25N
HLvh
Aichi

a3

'S\ < ll\
Fukui

N

VALE
Hiroshima

ju

=¥
LWhT
Iwate

= &l
55
Kochi
=4
HOE
Miyagi

=R

g
Nara

N
sbsh
Osaka

a3 fif]
LEH

Shizuoka

2l
L%

Toyama

I g2
hE hLY
Akita Aomori
& BE
HlEM ACLE
Fukuoka Fukushima
dti4EE EE
FEoDLES V&5Z
Hokkaido Hyogo
EF
71)72)Y o]
Kagawa E
REA
TITHY 4 B
Kumamoto
(+A
=45
HPEE Prefectures
Miyazaki
il X5
IZUAST BBV
Niigata Oita
ke BE
At SLV=F
Saga Saitama
A =
&EBE &S LE
Tochigi Tokushima
FOFRLL LI
HhhoE PEM
Wakayama Yamagata

FE

BIE
Chiba

gz B8

&5
Gifu
R,

WEs &
Ibaraki

ERE
NnSLE
Kagoshima

AR
TLS5¢&
Kyoto

&E
9N 0)
Nagano

Fapil
BEhPE
Okayama

HE

LAt
Shiga

R

ES5FLS
Tokyo

e

PECH

Yamaguchi

TiIg
AUVO
Ehime

CAE
Gunma

all
LLivh
Ishikawa

BN
Nahth
Kanagawa
=F
HA

Mie -

ol

LhteE
Nagasaki

i

Bt

Okinawa

iR
LEh

Shimane

=)' 8
Loty
Tottori

3
PELEL
Yamanashi




i

LALES
Shinto

1

€A
Zen

EIKF
£EHTTE

Kiyomizu Temple
(Kyoto) -

BKSF
E5EVE
Toudaiji Temple
(Nara)

rin
REE
E3L&5¢<5
Toshogu Shrine
(Nikko)

LR

ADTA
Buddhist Temple

Baia

t3V&
Priest./ Monk

st
LaLe
Shinto Shrine

L&

Y- F )
Buddhism

IV
EY L

Torii Gate
(entrance to shrine)

ol 2 ik
c3ES C¥5
Temple Lecture Hall Jizo Statue
e 1M

HE s L5

Nun Young Priest

=t
)
LALS
Shinto Shrine

+

TH
Temple

EREF

FADCL
Kinkakuji Temple
(Kyoto)

BT
EF59Yw5C0C
Horyuji Temple
(Nara)

ﬁ.ﬂ;

=]
MrADA

Goddess Statue

17
&S
Pagoda

£
Lw5L&<
Temple Priest



§T1E

w  Atthe Bank  mw

Yen
o= T O
T FinHH
A TFIEL YL
1,000 Yen Cancel
Transaction
\
g BuoEfAL BHT TN FAEDLESDL ﬁuij:%\
10,000 Yen Withdrawl Deposit Balance Inquiry Payment
E% porT— N o ﬁﬁ
M IZA T I #ABC
Confirm BIRAA - _ Amount

OB | TWELEA ﬂg

BaYCH BHTIHL A 25B5&£5%(n S5 Uz<

coe Money Transfer Fixed Term Passbook Update
Account Deposit Interest
BHAS p—— e I
5253&EA ; v 0)4"35 7 25b&5
Regular Account Tt Passbook
BaYmz 2 al)' * Z (iA% z5 Cashing f{){ fb
Direct Transfer Change PIN Loan Concel

Japanese ATMs vary bank to bank, but these are the buttons generally seen. Some major
banks have an English button, and all postal ATMs have one as well.

—_—_ 10




t] In the Kitchen AR
“ when

TIMEA
off Cook
am s
EHA Rice Paste
Keep warm :
E * £4<
E<EW Timer Set
F—X bk & H
Toast Net (grill surface)
T34 F¥536
Gratin Circle Plate
mAEEY NS
AW SUE
Frozen Pizza Angled Plate

EXowtsto 45 BE
L53ZL\DOWTHLD FpSizn> it
Boiled Leaf Warm
Vegetables Milk alcohol

HHowTtn 34D BH
cATLDOBTED D& &ht
Boiled Root Crops Stronger = Weaker

r—* Rk
y & AP
Cake Thaw
29% T EAY ERES
{-& LdHNYs & 58D
Cookie Finishing Adjustment
im FE BEjA=a—
BAE CESHITH

Temperature Automatic Menu



AR B

AH3CS LES
Wind Automatic
Direction
=1
Bz L
535Y&5 LS
Wind Speed Strong
L3 o
L5
Quietly Medium

A GE
Whd) Ll

Power On Weak
(2 ways)

&< U
Preset Gentle

R A S

CLhaA Wb
Delayed Power On

EREF
(H5ZFEWLLC LS
Air Cleaner

Remote Controls EE

EAIES
Heating

K4
Dehumidify

8
Jam
Lo&A
Room
Temperature

B IR
SATA
Power On
(2 ways)

i

SATAEYSLR
Air Exchange

A ZY#
vs\:) U Jl 5?")7’)‘7-1
Amount of wind

HRYEL
EYitrL
Clear / Cancel

-— 20 —

5%
Up

=

L

Down

38

i
BALE

Temperature

Fik

TLWL
Stop

mbE
hiMES
Air
Conditioning

1% B,
% 5 lS\ 5
Fan

€£-oTL

Set
Temperature

&
VY
Left

A

HE
Right

L&5ED
Adjustment




BiR
TAITA
Power On

ET#
Video Mode
Fx R
Channel
R

?‘;A..-’t;:.‘ i,\

Language

DK
Eymi

Convert

v

EESEE

BAEW-Ln 3(ES5ES
Bilingual Broadcast

Kerosene Heater

e e

/ﬁia

L&53BA
Mute

Xr B
B2
BALY &S
Volume
TR
V&350
Display .

v, A R B 4

On Timer

AI7RAT

Off Timer

HzlEht

tcl

Hht

Set Current Time

o

&5
Strong

AAT—
Timer
8
Am iz

BAE
Temperature

55
Medium

3 FHEZER

3LMrAZABES

3 More Hours Usage

B %1 5 86
LS<b&5ED
Time Setting

GE
L
Weak

R IE

RAL &S
Burning Select

HMND

Up / More

=)

LES
Automatic

gy

#2024«
Save Money Mode

NS

Down / Less



Laundry Kanji
B fE T = &
ChrAZ &4 <> B 5
Delayed Timer How long until it starts " High Medium
KA (i3
FL T
How much water Low
Rt 7K FEL
229 Ly B )
Dehydration Wash
1758 I9E
cHoTw
What Kind of Rinse :
Washing | ;
1R EKTITE ) :
V&5LBA Lw53TWTTE BBi0
Normal Cycle Fill Up With Water Large Items
8 . () ™
A R S
I N B
i 2 o o
AB— —EF{ELE a—2
W5 LETLL
Course

Start Wait For a While



OEES

BESTFES R

CHEEATS BEe {sEFATS ALV
Account number Customer’s Telephone number Heisei
(The current
Japanese Year)
&8 CERDAR Bt
FAHLC SEVERIDIHPL sLot
Sum ‘Requested by this branch Information
MER Ty aBRERM [El R A
25%L SoLpHhEFALESIY &S MMALESY &S

Previous version

Push-button phone circuit use

Circuit use

EIERl S ERE

TADY ES5ZFAENEDPS L &
Telephone Bill Kanji

ADSL EFLERH

ADSL HTeL X5V x5
ADSL modem circuit use

apsL R 71w & R

ADSLTARY>=-L&5Y &5 -

ADSL splitter circuit use

HEHRMBUE
L&3VDENES &5
Consumption Tax

RN EE
V5L 5&EAMNL
Receipt amount

L wWeal smi ERHE

ShvoDe ALSMI LXI29D XS
FLETS « Al. 5M1 Circuit use

NTTRBAXCHAS

NTT UMLICIEACY &5 5A
NTT East Japan Branch

A E.

= E’i‘
S5

Total amount

BHEMEF
TADbY &5FALES
Total amount for phone charges




Electric Bill

94 -

BR CHERAE CERBER  sHLot
TAE SLESY%S SL&SIT2TS sLotE
Electricity Amount Used # of Days Used Notice
- BROERBOSMLE
f.) 5,) 16hA 3A O CERAATE ?If
This Month hﬁmmiﬂﬁﬁég }i!? 52’9"53 AnA Period / Term
& - BiR
Ye5&A AR 380k Wh E5LwS
Charge YAHE 8,292 M Earliest
l_j_% OEEEFER 38228 %Eﬁ?
=2 RSB E 4A18 i
Account Term Date
ftRES 435 e
& & B 2109 RE
SYMZ MAETH 1729 BLNES
Money Transfer | 255|fEFHk 380 Contents / Matter
=
FER | xpuzans—cr BRaLEcasn &5
&TWLWUY FAZS
Scheduled Date FZRCHEHEESRIIWLV-LELA. Number
b —
[
HA | oemscnmossssn s
Proviacs Month | BRI EEREEQ2 A 20 BEES) Usags
CHERn 1/15~2/11 .
=5| ZEAREWH) 401 ' KEni
sLLE ANEHO-O+@ 8,788 M f=LvgDhi
Account Balance DRI 8,370 1 Important
£ R @EBRINKE p. 7N
Lpss |R Qtoiils EAL &3
Money Collection @HRBRFEUE 418[ Current
AER CFA BEIE B
6bit ZYU&S BELCSTE L &<ED
Item Breakdown Usage Customer Immediate
M SERRE  TOtESE B
MEABL U5 3EAL FDLRYES5FA (FLveE
Additional Receipt Amount Written Charge Meter / Gauge
SEARE S B %A 4
Ye3LwiL&S LE3VDENESES & 58K
Receipt Consumption Tax

{
i

'
!




LES
Automatic
3 ==
=N
BAEL

Voice

&
B5L5

Response

RN

YediLer2EANL
Payment Received

ZHERER
SELED SRAITD
Month of Issue

T RAHRES A

FAR S EHADHL
Bank Name

XI5

L TASHL

Branch Name

HEH
FFEAY LS
Monthly Charge

R A
5£58Y &5
Time Usage

8|

BADY
Annual Rate

BTE

AFTIEA
Voice Mail

Keitai Phone Bill

EMEEGE 24 RHBBE
PHUNEEE 6,006 IBLESUERES
REHBRE 286 [ SHIR B
fRIR B O EREH Ye5 Ll
~ .2R26H Date of Payment
CERER  2004A8 18 O
5%
- Account
= %*g% 3857320384 E%
#Eé E 3A26H Number
ﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ g Toho Bank :gﬁ*
Shinobu Branch Z5ENEDS
§gg E % = 193456 Billing Number
= S
CEARER
ZEvEp 55
Y. & 5,600 F Total Due
ERFIBEI5 -280 1 ?EE_EI
2 Y "} fJ‘Z.U
E l:lll -400 1 Date of Transfer
BEER ; AEES
E~FHBERE 300 Lo AT
Account Number
- 5]
O 5,720 1 g
=&t bYUE
A ﬁﬁﬁ%gﬁ 5,720 1 Discount
HERSE 286 F HEEEH
-2 6,006 M 25bY &S5
- E%*ﬁﬁ Per Call Charge
a8t RERE N REE
5L SBEMELVLL & 555¢
Total Taxable Amount




Water Bill Kanji

A

< @]
c AHLY
This time

MARE
D3 SEIES
Payment method

ARFER
BLED 3 X TLANK
Requested scheduled amount

HHEEES
BEWHbEIEATS
Account number

ERKE
LES5TULW &S
Amount of water use

BIE
HANN
"~ Previous time

IA—A—F5
H—t=—IXAZS

Meter reading

O EEiRE
CHXAHYMR
Bank account transfer

RN
Y&5Ln5EAMN
Receipt amount

ERLEEEE
BAD S ENA
Monetary facilities

{E FAK 2B AMEFFKEN EHRIE

LE3TLWY 5256 LEHATVESYES5FAYELSILASILE
Notification and receipt of amount of water usage and water rate




Your Garbage

In each neighborhood, different types of garbage and recyclables are placed at a
designated location, on specific days. To help a bit, here are the kanji for days of the week,
types of garbage and types of recyclables.

MONDAY B 19 GETSU (YOBI)
TUESDAY N A~ KA (YOBI)
WEDNESDAY K Fu su (YOBI)
THURSDAY AR $< MOKU (YOBI)
FRIDAY € A KIN (YOB]
SATURDAY * & bpo (YOBI)
SUNDAY B (S5 NICHI (YOBI)

Days of the week are often referred to without the “yobi” when talking about a group of
days. Ex: Your garbage might be picked up on KA — KIN. (Tuesday and Friday)

MASIS PMAGULIS EY K
HRBHZH HLABUWIH LASAL
Burnable Garbage =~ Non-Burnable Garbage Glass Newspapers
M FILEER AFNE VD
oL HIHDA TH5530hA M&E- <
Magazines Aluminum Cans Steel Cans Cartons
Ry hAR L CIf S T &iR
) MaA ShRA LifA
Plastic Bottles Burnable Non-Burnable Recycled Trash
e s i ik
LwS5Lns5U LTLUY A o2
Collection Day Specific Day Before Noon (am) Afternoon (pm)
Lot HLTTF=L E
LyASLy ELTCESY ESE
Other Than Please Bring Out Throw Away

CcDIavORBREEFEUND T SIRFEREIL
O FALLIA O Z2xLpS5Le LW O ZH 5 FAL

People other than residents of this building are prohibited from discarding trash here.




Abe
Aihara
Aizawa
Ajihara
Akana
Akaoka
Akimoto
Akino
Ando
Anzai
Aoi
Aoki
Aonuma
Aoyama
Arai
Ariga
Ariyoshi
Asai
Asakawa
Asaki
Asakura
Asano
Asaoka
Aso
Asuka
Chihara
Chuujo
Eguchi
Endo
Fuji

Fujii
Fujimori
Fujimoto
Fujimura
Fujisawa
Fujita
Fujitani
Fujiwara
Fukase
Fukuda

HR
HNIES
212Y-1 »)
HLIES
HNs
HnBMh
HEDHE
HED
HALEDS
HAEWn
HBV
HPE
HBAE
HPPE
H5N
HOHt
HOKL
HE N
HE b
HAXE
HELH
HID
HEBh
HE
HI M
117 ¢

B5w3 L&

A<B
ANED
AU
S0
HSUCHBD
HUd&
HLEH
BNM-% p)
Sl
BNl
S5
B NN ca
&</

Common Japanese Surnames

gk
FIE
MR
BRI
4
R
. S
FREF
g
g7
#
A
B8
il
i
"R
HE
3k
)
B’
SR
R
i
93
;3=
FR
B
Lo
B
=fun
mEH:

W

BA
533
BR
1)
Be
B IR
V3
&M

Fukushima
Gotou
Haga
Hagiwara
Hamada
Hamano
Hara
Hasegawa
Hashimoto
Hayama
Hayasaka
Hayashi
Higuchi
Hijikata
Hiraki
Hiracka
Hirata
Hirose
Hiyoshi
Honda
Hoshino
Hosokawa
lchikawa
Idogawa
lgarashi
lijima

lino

Ikeda
tkegami
Inaba
Inoue
Ishimaru
itou
iwasaki
lwase
lzumi
Kamamoto
Kanda
Kanno
Kanzaki

f28—

HLLE
&S

> ¢
BEHS
Ex
oD
s
xqcyilts)
BLb e
o E
eI h
el
134>
[035% 2V
[03%-3
[0 =)
[4.1°
VAH
V&L
BEAE
ZELo
FEEhd
Wbhbh
WEHbH
Wats L
WhCFE
R172Y7))
Wi
WiTFHtH
Wi
N3 X
WL%E3
WweEd
Wb &
Wwhtd
g H
nEDHE
MATE
MAB
MAZTE

BE
R
P
IR
&H
1153
IR
BB
B
=l
Big
K
]
o]
SR
Y
FH
[
B
ZH
2%
@
il
FEN

By |

;A
1
it
3
#E
ah
ik
Ay
Al
=
23
FhHE
HE
iy




Katahira
Katayama
Katori
Katou
Kawaguchi
Kawahama
Kawai
Kawajima
Kawakami
Kawamura
Kawana
Kawanishi
Kawano
naswasaki
Kawashima
KawaZoe
Kikuta
Kimura
Kirishima
Kishida
Kitagawa
Kitahara
Kobayashi
Koizumi
Kojima
Komatsu
Komine
Komori
Komuro
Kondo
Konishi
Kouzuki
Koyama
Kozawa
Kumaki
Kuramoto
Kurata
Kurihara
Kuroda

2V sk 6.3
Mz E
"&b
mE>S
MH<s
hbixx
3¢ p1
NrblE

Nbhpdg

nHhirs
2% pYAS
nbizl
hboD
hbpax
1Y o] -3
WHhTEX
&<k
25
ZOLE
xLX
b
Y )
L
ZNTH
ZUE
ZED
ZHh
ZHD
ZA
ZhAES
il
ZH59E
ZRFE
ZEH
EZE
<6HE
<bBk
<ODRS
A7

B3¢
il
EFH
I
nQ
i
&

iF=

e

Jixs
g2
T
RIEF
JU ity
{1 &
JUER
M|
A&
BE
FH
ey
A
INBR
INR
NG
I\ /N
N
INGR
INE
TR
/NP
HEA
NI
MR
HEAR
PP S
=133
BER
BE

Kurosawa
Maeda
Matsuda
Matsuki
Matsumoto
Matsuo
Matsuzaka
Miho
Mikami
Miki
Minami
Misaki
Misato
Mitsuki
Miura
Miyagi
Miyahara
Miyajima
Miyama
Miyauchi
Miyazaki
Miyuki
Mizuhara
Mizuki
Mizuno
Mizushima
Mizutani
Mochida
Mori
Morimoto
Morinaga
Morita
Moriyama
Motomura
Murakami
Murakoshi
Nagai
Nagao
Nakagawa

<A&H
HARIE
: 30l
EFOE
F¥FOobe
¥FOoB
EFOXH
HE
BB
HE

o RAL, S
HIE
HEE
HOE
HD5
BE
AL 5
AU E
HRE
HP5B
BT E
Hpx
HTIRS
BHYE
b N0
HTLE
2N N i
HBE
b0
HDHE
H DA
b
HOPE
HEDS
oM
szl
12h%
AQ AL
b

:b
A
/NG|
BAR
/S
e
/N
=&
=k
&
=]
=i
£H
=8
=M
B
BR
B
=
BN
=10
e
IKIR
kK
TKEF
TKE;
ke
FrH
3
HE
Rk
FRH
Sall]
=
HE
i
&E
BB
)il



Nakahara
Nakai
Nakajima
Nakamura
Nakanishi
Nakatani
Nakazaki
Nanjo
Nemoto
Netsu
Niida
Nishida
Nishikawa
Nishimura
Nishio
Nishiyama
Nohara
Nonaka
Nunokawa
Oda
Ogawa
Ohmi
Okamoto
Okazaki
Ono
Oohashi
Oonishi
Qoshima
Oota
Otsuki
Ozawa
Rikimaru
Saegusa
Saeki
Saito
Saitou
Sakai
Sakamoto
Sakuma
Sakuragi

12§ > )
2
BMCE
s
2Nzl
Mz
BhEE
AL &
hdvd
AR

A Yt
el DY ol
L
LS
LB
ZLFE
)= 42}
DM
Y)Y o)
B
BhH
BBH
Bhbd
BhXE
B
BBIIL
BBITL
BBLE
BB
BOE
BTDH
DEED
XL
IXE
SNnES
TNES
=% 2172
Ehdbd
a<¥E
ELHE

IR Sakurai
fh/E Sanada
i Sano
it Saotome
g Saruwatari
i Sasaki
F i Sato
PR Satonaka
LiEY: S Sawada
R Sawaguchi
FiHYE  sawal
7aH Sawaki
Fic)ll| Serizawa
[CEY] Shibata
[ifz2 Shiina
gL Shimada
R Shimamura
Bfep Shimizu
m Shimoyama
/N Shinohara
/NI Shiraishi
AR Shirakawa
i 2= Shoiriki
o] % Somekawa
7% Sonoda
KB Sugeno
K8 Sugimoto
RE Sugiura
KH Sugiyama
KHd Suzuki
MR Tachibana
ik Takagi
=% ' Takahashi
=i Takai
Frik Takakura
-5 Takamizawa
EH Takano
TS Takemoto
AR Takenaka
9 N Tanaka

a5
=3/ 9t
r=4/)]
IBED
EX-Y p)sel)]
TE
&
=Rt~ 9
=% pYl
TH<B
=% p1%
=% p)-1
H0&b
LiX7=
L
L&/
LEDS
L&
LHbFE
LDS
Lsnl
Lohd
Lxhwbh &
THM"H
TDE
EX7 A2
TEHE
TESS
TERE
TIE
il
Eh¥E
il
e
M5
EhaTb
7ehd
bt
ol p RS
T=iz i

ReH
uH
B
Rz
g
g N
Ve
B
¥H
B0
RIH:
RA
AR
Y
W4
B
B
K
Tl
R
B&
B
Pt 2| 25
2
]33]
BE
kA
2]
kil
#A
%
A
BT
&3t
e
AR
&5
i W S
trh
3L




Yamashita
Yamazaki
Yanagizawa
Yano
Yasuda
Yasunaga
Yoshida
Yoshikawa
Yoshikuni
Yoshimoto

. Yoshimura

Yoshino
Yoshioka
Yuki

RELXE
PEIE
RRETD
2D
o
ot 29
KLZE
EUhb
LI
Ldbe
LS
LD
KLBMM
W&

Surname Parts - Kanji Meanings

Tazaki REE &
Terada TSR FH
Terano T5® B
Terashima THL LU X F5
Uchida 367 AH
Ueda SRE LH
Uemura SRALS N
Watanabe  D7ZX ;:31)]
Yabuki DPRE KR
Yamada DFEK LM
Yamagishi FEXL H1)=5
vamaguchi ®EH i n]
Yamaki DFEE N&
Yemamoto PEBHE iz

f An Safe

ﬁ Fu Flower

SF_ Hira Peace

,ﬁ Hara Field

* Moto Source

*‘g Fuku Fortune, Luck

m Kawa, Gawa River

% Shima, Jima  Island

7:7 Kata Direction

;k Ki Wood, Trees

,]\ Ko Small

% Kuro Black

# Tera Temple

=l§ Yoshi Old

Ue

W E b B oI 3B 3o

Matsu
Miya
Mori
Naga
Naka
Nii
Oo
Shira
Sugi
Taka
Ta, Da

Yama

Yasu

W
Ll
R
REF
ZH
EXK

=+
=

- &N

#H

%=
[=]

==
=

=+
[=]

=
=a

Pine trees
Shrine

Forest

Long, Chief
Middle, Center
New

Big

White

Cedar

Tall, High
Rice Field
Upper, Better
Mountain
Peaceful



Japanese Holidays

January 1%

7C H — New Year’s Day - #fA LD

Three days long starting January 1*. Children receive money from their family and
everyone basically stays home and relaxes. Bells are rung 108 times around midnight.

2™ Monday in January
BADB - Coming of Age Day - #LCA DD

20 year olds gather in public places to celebrate becoming an adult.

February 11"
B EEE 20D B — Foundation Day - ITA K EhRAU

A celebration of the anniversary of the first Emperor taking power.

March 20 or 21*

HFSDH - Vemal Equinox - L w ASADV

Buddhists believe their deceased ancestors return to Earth on this day. The families often
visit the graves and eat special foods.

April 29"
HE YDA -GreenDay-#EY DUV
The beginning of Golden week and the birthday of Emperor Hirohito.

May 3™
%5*%37%’; H - Constitution Day - 1T AIES ER AT

The anniversary of the acceptance of the new constitution.

May 4t
E R MK B - National Holiday - = { #ADEw 5 LD

Also known as Citizens Day of Rest, which pretty much explains it.

May 5
Z EHDH - Children’s day - = E2 DV
A holiday for children involving cloth carp flags and dolls.




3™ Monday in July
/0 B — Marine day - 5 #D UV

A new holiday celebrating the sea.

3" Monday of September

#gEDR - Respect for the Aged day - (FLVA 5DV
Self explanatory, a day for thanking the elderly for their lifelong service.

September 22 or 23"
B - Autumn Equinox- L ® 5 ANV

The same concept as the Vernal Equinox in the Spring.

omd Mondz;y of October

{8 M B — Health and Sports day - =LA\ DV
The anniversary of the Japanese Olympics from 1964.

November 3™

XD B - Culture Day - SSAHDDV

People who have excelled during the year are acknowledged by the Emperor.

November 23"
£ B2 0D B — Thanksgiving / Labor day - A % 5 A L 6D

The Japanese give thanks for having food and families.

December 23™

XEHRSER - Emperor’s Birthday - TADS5-ALL5U

The birthday anniversary of Emperor Akihito, the current emperor. On this day, along with
January 2nd, the Imperial Palace grounds are opened and hundreds of thousands of people
are welcomed in. The Emperor comes out are arranged times and waves to the crowd.
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Weather Reports

Also see directions page 34
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(often written as just BRiA zeikomi)
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All the food is safe to eat. (it’s fresh)
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How to Answer the School Phone

Some ALTs are in a main teacher’s room with several phones. The office will call any of these phones to
speak with various teachers as teacher’s don’t have their own lines. If you want listening practice you
should consider answering the phone if it’s allowed. Talking on the phone is usually a weak point for
people learning Japanese and this is a perfect opportunity to get practice. Be forewarned, once you start
answering the phone you’ll always have to answer it if you are near it. Below is a list of things that you
might say when talking on the phone with the front office.

Iy, Lk (WA LD T7 -Hai, shokuinshitsu desu
- Hello, Teacher’s room.

B & 2 & FE > T {12 &L - Chotto matte kudasai
- Please wait a moment.

Ln&F&551¥ 5 TF - Jugyou chuu desu
- In class right now.

% L ¥ L — Moshi moshi
- Hello.
* This can also be said when you pick the phone back up after going to go look for a teacher.

LVELY - Inai
- Not here now. (normal level)

LVd 2 L ¢ LVvEH A - Irasshaimasen
- Not here now. (more polite level)

g% % [XFENT ULVET - seki o hazusarete imasu
- That person is not at their seat now.

#HAE HULE - minna kaigi
- Everyone is in a meeting now.

£ 357 LB 5 < YLrvo T #2E LY - Mou sukoshi yukkuri itte kudasai
- Can you say it again a littler slower please.

[ZLyL 2L E T - Hai, shitsureishimasu
- I'm being rude. (by hanging up the phone)

Things you might hear on the phone:

T8/ IFT>oEENA B {-Kesseki/ Kesseki renraku
- A student will be absent. You should make a note of the class and name of the student.

% = € - Chikoku
- A student will be late. You should make a note of the class and name of the student.
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School Machines
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You must first press the plate making button and the top right, and
then the machine will make a paper printing plate. After it prints
one and you approve it, the light should change from plate making
to printing. At this time you should enter the number of copies and
press the print button. You can also remove the sheet from the
copier, since it’s printed from a plate.
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Graduation Ceremony Schedule
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Enkai Etiquette

You will most likely be invited to several drinking parties, even if you don’t drink. If you
do not drink alcohol, you need to let them know right away because the purpose of these
parties is for everyone to drink and thank everyone else for their hard work. If you don’t
drink you can still go and have a good time, but people will try to “thank you” or “welcome
you” by pouring a drink into your empty glass. Also, you might want to ask for an entirely
different type glass so people don’t forget.

Here are a few customs you should be aware of at enkais:

* You will have to pay for any party, but possibly not your own welcome party. The range is
usually ¥ 2,000 for smaller parties to ¥ 10,000 for year end or farewell parties.

* Dai't sit down or choose a place until the other people have been seated, especially the
highest ranking person there. There are priority seating arrangements based on rank and
honor level. It’s quite rude to sit down first in the place of some honored guest.

* Don’t start drinking until the kanpai (cheers) has taken place. For the bigger parties this

may take a while. Usually they won’t even pour the drinks until moments before the
kanpai.

* When people around you, or superior’s glasses become anything less than completely full
grab a bottle and fill up their glass. Wait for them to acknowledge you and hold their glass
or at least nod their head. If someone fills your glass up do the same, and then look around
to make sure that person doesn’t need a refill. One way to politely ask other people for a
refill your drink is to pour someone else’s.

* You might be asked to make a toast in English or Japanese. If you don’t speak Japanese,

don’t worry say anything in English. If you want to say something in Japanese you can try
the ever popular #ABEFEDITA Z 5 ITHAIELY  minna sama no kenkou ni kanpai.
This means “lets drink to everyone’s health”.

* At the end of the enkai, there might be a triple “banzai” cheer, or a group clap. It’s best to
just watch this and go along with it.

* Enkais usually last 2-3 hours and then there is a less formal 2™ party called a nijikai. This
should cost considerably less than the first party. Most men will undo their tie and
unbutton the top button to relax a bit. The nijikai will usually be about one quarter of the
people in the main enkai, but sometimes more. Sanjinkais and yonjikais are not
uncommon, If the first party was a large formal party there will almost definitely be a
nijikai. They are usually at smaller locations and might include karaoke. They are often
not planned beforehand and organized as people are leaving the main one.
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